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Curriculum Vitae
Aaron Albin

aaalbin@indiana.edu
	EDUCATION



	Postsecondary
Institutions
	Indiana University, Bloomington



 Fall 2008 ~ Present
· At present, working towards an M.A. in Linguistics
· Cumulative GPA: 3.833
University of Nebraska at Omaha


      Fall 2004 ~ Spring 2008
· Earned Bachelor of Arts degree with English (Writing and Linguistics Concentration) and Spanish majors

· Earned an in-course Certificate in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) December 2006

· Member of the Undergraduate Honors Program

· Cumulative GPA: 3.984
Creighton University




      Fall 2002 ~ Spring 2004

· Took five non-degree, for-credit undergraduate courses while in residence at Creighton Preparatory High School (Omaha, NE).



	Language School
	Omaha Japanese School



      Fall 2001 ~ Spring 2007

· Two trimesters of Japanese as a foreign language

· Two years in elementary-school classes for native speakers

· Three years in middle-school classes for native speakers

· Graduated Spring 2007 from Middle School (the equivalent of 9th grade in the U.S. school system)

· Became the first non-native speaker ever to complete their Middle School program


	Linguistics

Coursework
	(U) = ‘Undergraduate level’, (G) = ‘Graduate level’
Phonetics and Phonology Courses

· Introduction to Phonetics and Phonology (U; Independent Study)
· Phonological Analysis (G)
· Diachronic Phonology (G; Seminar)
· Second Language Acquisition of Phonology (U; Independent Study)

· Introductory Phonetics (G)
· Advanced Phonetics (G)
· Hearing Science (U)
Other Theoretical Linguistics Courses

· Introduction to Linguistics (U)
· Syntactic Analysis (G)
· Semantics (G)
· Lexicology (G)

· Introduction to Historical Linguistics (G)
· Sociolinguistics (U)
Applied Linguistics Courses
· Applied Linguistics (U)
· Second Language Acquisition Theory (G; Seminar)
· The Second Language Acquisition of the English Articles (U; Independent Study for Honors Thesis)
· Early Language Development in Children (U)
· Discourse, Culture, and Power (G; Seminar)
· Philosophy of Language (U)
English Linguistics Courses

· History of English (U)
· Structure of English (U)
· The Semantics of the English Articles (U; Independent Study)


	Non-Linguistics Coursework
	Statistics Course
· Introduction to Bayesian Analysis I (G)
TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages) Certificate Courses
· Special Methods in English as a Second Language (U)
· Intercultural Communication (U)

Literature and Writing Courses for English Major
· Critical Theory and Writing (U)
· World Literature I (U)
· World Literature II (U)
· Introduction to English Literature I (U)
· Shakespeare (U)
· Literature of the Victorian Period (U)
· American Literature (U)
· The American Drama (U)

Courses for Spanish Major
· Spanish Grammar and Composition (U)
· Spanish Conversation and Pronunciation (U; Taken at Honors Level)
· Advanced Spanish Conversation (U)
· Advanced Composition and Stylistics (U)
· Survey of Latin American Literature I (U; Taken at Honors Level)
· Survey of Latin American Literature II (U)
· Latin American Short Story (U)
· Literature of the Spanish Civil War (U; Pro-Seminar)
· Latin American Civilization (U)
General Education Courses

· Introduction to Psychology (U)
· Critical Reasoning (U)
· Public Speaking Fundamentals (U)
· 21st Century Issues, Trends, and Controversies in Public Education (U; Honors Colloquium Course)
· Cross-Cultural Collaboration (U; Honors Course)
· Introduction to Human Geography (U)
· International Studies I (U; Taken  at Honors Level)
· World Civilizations I (U)
· World Civilizations II (U; Honors Course)
· Calculus I (U)
· Calculus II (U)
· Calculus III (U)
· Principles of Astronomy (U)
· Introduction to Astronomy Lab (U)

	

	RESEARCH



	Statement of Research Interests
	While interested in Japanese linguistics in general, my primary research interest lies in the linguistic uses of pitch in Japanese, i.e. accent, intonation, etc. In exploring this topic, I hope to contribute to the modeling of the phonetics-phonology interface and to improve pedagogy in the JSL/JFL (Japanese as a Second/Foreign Language) classroom.  I also have done work in the syntactic structure and the second language acquisition of the English noun phrase and have been involved in amateur lexicography for over a decade. I hope to eventually develop the latter project into a kanji dictionary for learners of Japanese.


	Unpublished

Research
	Quantitative Research
2009 “The interface between intonation and accent in Modern Standard Tokyo Japanese”
2009 “The births and deaths of ‘set’ in the Oxford English Dictionary: A quantitatively-based Semantic Network model”
2008 “Approximation to donor-language phonology: The prosodic treatment of English loanwords into Japanese”
2008 “Developmental Patterns in the L2 Acquisition of the English Articles” (Undergraduate Honors Thesis; Directed by Dr. Frank Bramlett, University of Nebraska at Omaha)
2008 “The role of speaker gender and age in Japanese pitch-accent alterations”
2008 “Acquisition of Japanese pitch accent by native speakers of English”
2008 “The Effect of Caretaking Environment on Language Development: A Case Study of a 5;5 Child in Daycare with a Single Parent”
2007 “The L2 Acquisition Order of the Functions of the English Articles in Japanese Learners”
2004 “Re-Examining Gender Differences in Language: The Case of the Japanese Sentence-Final Particles sa and ne” 
Qualitative Research

2009 “Japanese VN-VN Compounds and the Shared Participant Condition”
2008 “The syntactic status of the determiner under the Split Nominal Hypothesis”

2007 “A Discourse-Analytical Approach to Explaining the Process of Article Acquisition in L2 English” (Conference Presentation)
2007 “The Effect of Innovative Syntax in Gerard Hopkins’s Poetry”
2007 “A Discourse Analysis of the Ideologies Underlying the Japanese Government’s Official Policy on Education Reform”
2007 “A Discourse Analysis of the Use of Cohesive Devices in Academic Abstracts”
2006 “A Phonological Feature with No Simple Phonetic Correlate: The Seion-Dakuon-Handakuon Distinction in Japanese”
Research Summaries

2008 “A survey of the philosophy of language in the 20th century”
2007 “Annotated Bibliography on Research into the Role of Universal Grammar in Second Language Acquisition”
2006 “Database of Research on (In)definite Reference and the Semantics of the English Articles”
2006 “The Pedagogy of Kanji, Japanese’s Morphophonemic Orthography”
2006 “The Pedagogy of the English Articles”
2006 “Voiced Stop Phonemes in Spanish”
2006 “Phonological and Sociolinguistic Constraints on Vowel Devoicing in Japanese”
2005 “The English Spelling System in Native Language Grammars and in Second Language Acquisition”

Article Reviews
2008 Review of Snow 2006: “Regression and Reorganization of Intonation Between 6 and 23 Months”
2008 Review of Storkel 2006: “Do children still pick and choose?  The relationship between phonological knowledge and lexical acquisition beyond 50 words”
2007 Review of D’Angelo 2005: “Educated Japanese English: Expanding oral/aural core vocabulary”
2006 Review of Van Aacken 1999: “What motivates L2 learners in acquisition of kanji using CALL: A case study”
2006 Review of Mori 1998: “Effects of first language and phonological accessibility on kanji recognition”
2006 Review of Mori 1999: “Beliefs about language learning and their relationship to the ability to integrate Information from word parts and context in interpreting novel kanji words”
2006 Review of Kondo-Brown 2006: “How do English learners of advanced Japanese infer unknown kanji words in authentic texts?”
2006 Review of Shimizu and Green 2002: “Japanese language educators’ strategies for and attitudes towards teaching kanji”
2004 Review of Ide, Hori, Kawasaki, Ikuta, and Haga 1986: “Sex difference and politeness in Japanese”


	Conferences/
Colloquiums
	Fifteenth Mid-Continental Workshop On Phonology

 October 9-11, 2009
Bloomington, Indiana. Attended and volunteered (equipment).
3rd Annual Linguistics Dept. Graduate Student Conference
       March 27, 2009
Bloomington, Indiana. Attended.
34th Interdiciplinary Great Plains Symposium

   April 16~19, 2008
Omaha, Nebraska. Volunteered (equipment, registration).
Sigma Tau Delta 2008 International Convention

     March 5~8, 2008

Louisville, Kentucky.  Attended and volunteered (chairing sessions).
Generative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition 9
    May 18~20, 2007

Iowa City, Iowa. Attended.
Colloquium in Discourse, Culture, & Power


         April 30, 2007

Omaha, Nebraska, Presented “A Discourse-Analytical Approach to Explaining the Process of Article Acquisition in L2 English.”

	
	

	TEACHING



	Full-time Position
	Indiana University
Associate Instructor, First-Year Japanese

           Fall 2008 ~ Fall 2009
Duties include: delivering pre-determined lesson plans, attending weekly teacher’s meetings, holding office hours, grading all homework/quizzes/tests, evaluating linguistic performance during memorized dialogues/speeches, and conducting oral interviews. Supervising Faculty: Ms. Misako Matsubara.


	Part-time Position
	Omaha Japanese School

Japanese as a Second Language, Level 1A

      Fall 2007 ~ Spring 2008
Level 1A indicates “Elementary Japanese for Child Learners”.  Duties included: preparing the syllabus, teaching the class, creating homework assignments, grading homework, attending weekly teacher’s meetings, and constructing a standardized test for Level 1A.


	Volunteer  Teaching Assistant
	Intensive English Program at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (ILUNO)
Idioms and Slang






    Fall 2007
Assisted the professor during her lectures by illustrating individual words and qualifying definitions
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Elementary Japanese






Spring 2007

Helped students complete in-class work and graded papers

Intermediate Japanese






Spring 2007

Assisted the professor in reading sample dialogues and directed half of the class during small group work

Introduction to Linguistics





Spring 2007

Three years after originally taking the course, sat in on the class again and took careful notes on effective ways to teach concepts of linguistics
Omaha Japanese School

2nd and 3rd Grade Japanese





Spring 2007

Assisted struggling students during class and graded papers


	Substitute Teaching
	University of Nebraska at Omaha
Elementary Japanese






    Fall 2007
Supervised a review for the final exam.

Intermediate Japanese





 Spring & Fall 2007
· Fall 2007: Taught the grammatical differences between casual and formal registers as well as the various meanings and uses of the verbal suffix –te.
· Spring 2007: Returned tests and answered questions about the test content

Introduction to Linguistics





Spring 2007
Reviewed and quizzed the phonetic features of the consonants of English, then taught the features for the vowels of English



	Tutoring
	Intensive English Program at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (ILUNO)
Walk-In  ESL Tutor




           Fall 2006 ~ Fall 2007

Volunteered three to five hours every week offering “Free English Homework Help”, which mostly involved correcting essays and teaching pronunciation
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Consultant at Writing Center



      Fall 2007 ~ Spring 2008
Gave advice on the writing of graduate and undergraduate students from a variety of disciplines (everything from term papers to dissertations); became the first undergraduate to serve as a Writing Center Consultant
Private Tutoring
Speech Editor for Closing Ceremony




    Fall 2007

Helped an ESL student polish her keynote speech for the Winter Closing Ceremony of the Intensive English Program at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (ILUNO)
Japanese Language Tutor




          Summer 2007

Taught Japanese one-on-one to a special needs student twice a week for nearly two months at his home


	Guest-Lecture
	University of Nebraska at Omaha
Introduction to Linguistics




 Spring & Fall 2007
· Fall 2007: Taught the relationship between the four orthographic systems of Japanese and how they function in the modern language
· Spring 2007: Taught the historical development of the Japanese writing system and the origins of its four orthographic systems



	Course Design
	Intensive English Program at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (ILUNO)
Idioms and Slang






    Fall 2007
Met with Anne Ludwig, the assistant director of the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s ESL program, to restructure the course
Omaha Japanese School

Japanese as a Second Language, Level 1A



    Fall 2007
Created a syllabus from scratch to meet the needs of the diverse class, including specific activities for each week. Also designed a standardized test to serve as an exit exam for the course
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Practicum in Peer Tutoring and Writing Center Theory

    Fall 2007

Met with Dr. Dori Richards, the director of the writing center at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, once a week to help design a new course preparing sophomores to become consultants in the Writing Center


	HONORS AND AWARDS



	Scholarships


	Marian Basler/Helen Basler Anderson Scholarship
      Fall 2007 ~ Spring 2008
From English Department, University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Criteria: junior or senior standing, have completed at least 18 hours of English, and carry a grade point average of 3.0 in English courses.

Regent’s Scholarship




      Fall 2004 ~ Spring 2008

From the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Criteria: enrolled as a full time undergraduate student with a minimum 3.0 grade point average, leadership experience and/or capability, and demonstrated financial need.
Hansen Distinguished Scholarship


      Fall 2004 ~ Spring 2008

From the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Criterion: High scores on a comprehensive examination competition among academically talented high school seniors.

PFIA Scholarship




      Fall 2004 ~ Spring 2008

From the Police and Firemen’s Insurance Association (PFIA).  Criteria: child, grandchild, or great grandchild of a police officer or firefighter (associated with) who is beginning undergraduate study


	Awards
	Dean’s Award in Student Honors




Spring 2008
From the College of Arts and Sciences, University of Nebraska at Omaha. Selected based on a combination of outstanding scholastic achievement and demonstrated leadership on campus and in the community
Vice Chancellor's Award





Spring 2008
From the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Selected by the Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs from the various recipients of the Dean's Award in Student Honors.
Undergraduate Major Honoree




Spring 2008
From the English Department, University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Selected on the basis of academic achievement in addition to contributions to the university and the community. Minimum 3.3 GPA required.
Outstanding English Major, Writing and Linguistics Concentration 
Spring 2008
From the English Department, University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Designates special recognition of outstanding performance and potential.


	Honor Societies


	National Leadership Honors Society (Omicron Delta Kappa)
Inducted Fall 2007; Active member through Spring 2008; Now alumnus member
Membership requirements: Must rank in the upper 35 percent of the school or college and must show leadership in at least one of the “five phases” of campus life.
International English Honors Society (Sigma Tau Delta)
Inducted Fall 2007; Secretary through Spring 2008. Now alumnus member

Membership Requirements: Must have a minimum of a B or equivalent average in English and in general scholarship, must rank at least in the highest thirty-five percent of his/her class, and must have completed at least three semesters of college course work
National Collegiate Hispanic Honors Society (Sigma Delta Pi)
Inducted Spring 2006.  Active member through Spring 2008. Now alumnus member
Membership Requirements: Must have completed three years of study of college-level Spanish, must have a minimal grade point average of 3.0 in all Spanish courses taken, and must rank in the upper 35% of his/her class.


	Invited Speeches

	Spring 2008 Commencement





Spring 2008
Selected through a competition to become the Student Commencement Speaker, representing the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s class of 2008.
Initiation Breakfast for Freshman Honors Societies


Spring 2008
Invited to talk about the opportunities available for students at the University of Nebraska at Omaha to new inductees into Pi Eta Sigma and Alpha Lambda Delta.

Banquet for National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists


    Fall 2007

Invited to represent the University of Nebraska at Omaha as a whole by presenting the comparative merits of the university to the semifinalists who were also prospective students

Hansen Distinguished Scholarship Awards Banquet


    Fall 2007

Invited to represent the current recipients of the scholarship by giving a speech on my academic life to new recipients of the scholarship (at the University of Nebraska at Omaha)


	Other Honors
	Feature on Department Website



          Summer 2007
Invited to represent the linguistics program within the University of Nebraska at Omaha’s English Department by being showcased in a video advertisement on the department webpage

Chancellor’s List


Fall 2004, Fall 2005, Spring 2006, Fall 2006
Included on the list of the most prominent students of the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Criterion: earn a GPA of 4.0 for the semester, provided 12 or more semester hours were completed
University of Nebraska at Omaha Honors Program
      Fall 2004 ~ Spring 2008
· Enrolled in two honors student-only “colloquia” (advanced interdisciplinary courses)

· Contracted advanced-level work with professors in several classes beyond the course requirements
· Completed a senior thesis project under the direction of faculty


	SKILLS AND CERTIFICATIONS



	Credentials


	Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) 

          Awarded Spring 2007

Passed the highest level (Level 1) the first time taking the test, certifying knowledge of advanced grammar and all mainstream kanji (over 2,000), as well reading and listening skills sufficient for life in Japan

TESOL Certificate in Course




 Awarded Fall 2006

Completed relevant coursework at the University of Nebraska at Omaha on Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)

Kanji Aptitude Test




          Awarded Spring 2004

Passed Level 5, certifying an understanding of 1,006 kanji (the Japanese morphophonemic orthography), including the ability to use them appropriately in sentences and the knowledge of the roles they play in texts



	Current

Professional Affiliations
	Linguistic Society of America

Student Member

Indiana University Linguistics Club

Regular Member


	Technical

Skills


	Very Proficient:

· Microsoft Office Word
· Microsoft Office Excel
Proficient:

· Microsoft Office Powerpoint
· Praat
· Wavesurfer


	Languages


	Format: Language name: Proficiency, dialect(s), duration of study, method of study
· English: language of nurture, Central United States dialect.

· Japanese: native-like; Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Enshū dialects; studied over 11 years since 6th grade (1998-present); mostly self-taught, though aided by attending classes for native-speakers at Omaha Japanese School for 6 years and spending 3 months in Japan (Summer 2008).
· Spanish: fluent; mainly Mexican dialect; studied about 10 years since 5th grade (1996-2006); instructed in grade school, high school, and college.

	SERVICE



	University-Related Service
	Japanese Coffee Hour






Spring 2009
One hour each week, I met with first year students of Japanese at the Starbucks on Indiana University’s campus to hold casual conversation, helping them practice and build confidence in their speaking ability.
1st Annual World Language Festival




Spring 2009
I delivered three presentations to students from local high schools who were interested in entering one of Indiana University’s many language programs. Each was designed to pique students’ interests in Japanese language and culture:
· The World's Most Complicated Orthography: The Four Writing Systems of Japanese 

· The World of Japanese Words: Four Categories, Infinite Possibilities

· The Art behind the Letters: The Pictographic Origins of Japanese's 46 Katakana Characters
Conference Volunteering



      Spring 2008 ~ Fall 2009
I chaired several sessions at the Sigma Tau Delta 2008 International Conference (March 5~8, 2008, Louisville, Kentucky).  I also helped set up projectors and manned registration tables at the 34th Interdiciplinary Great Plains Symposium: “Death, Murder, and Mayhem: Stories of Violence and Healing on the Plains” (April 16~19, 2008; Omaha, Nebraska). Finally, I took care of technology issues (with connection computers for Powerpoint, etc) for the presenters at the Fifteenth Mid-Continental Workshop On Phonology (October 9-11 2009, Bloomington, Indiana)
 Global Diplomat Program





    Fall 2007

I was selected to be a member of a team of students who helped international students transition to American university life.  In this capacity, I picked up students from the airport and helped plan various social activities for them during the semester.
Japanese-English Conversation Club


      Fall 2006 ~ Spring 2008
I paired up American students and Japanese students who came to the weekly meetings and provide each group with a list of conversation topics.  After one hour of English conversation, I shuffled the groups and started one hour of Japanese conversation.
International Student Orientation


  Spring 2005 ~ Spring 2008
Six times a year, I volunteered at the orientations for new international students.  This mainly involved giving the campus tours and directing “Meet and Greet” events.

Friends of Japan




      Fall 2004 ~ Spring 2008
As the secretary of this official student organization, my primary job was to take detailed notes at the weekly official meetings, type and organize the notes, and e-mail them to all officers.  I also maintained the database of contact information for the 100+ club members and helped plan club events.
Conversation Partner Program

        Summer 2002 ~  Summer 2007

I held conversations with a group of 30~45 exchange students from the Hiroshima College of Foreign Languages (HCFL) every weekday morning for four weeks.  During my final year, I was selected for the new position “Conversation Partner Leader” and helped manage relations between Conversation Partners, host families, and faculty.


	Community Service
	Immigrant Support at Japanese Elementary School

          Summer 2008
While in Japan, I volunteered at Iwata South Elementary School (Iwata City, Shizuoka Prefecture) where recent immigrants from Brazil were struggling to keep up with the all-Japanese curriculum.  I especially assisted one boy in particular by sitting beside him and helping him throughout all his morning classes twice a week.

Mentoring at the Wesley House




Spring 2007

Throughout the semester, I helped volunteer as a tutor for gifted elementary-school children from urban areas through a nonprofit organization known as the Wesley House.  I helped them complete their homework, answered questions about college life, and acted as a role model to help them stay in school.

Translating for Service Learning Project



Spring 2006

I participated in a student group that visited a bakery from the city’s Spanish-speaking district every week to install a donated computer, teach the owner how to use it, and load the appropriate software to keep track of incomes and expenditures. I served as the Spanish translator between the students and the owner of the bakery.

Assisting in Survival English Class




    Fall 2005

I helped teach basic English phonics, spelling, and grammar to refugees and other members of the community who were financially unable to attend regular ESL classes.  The class is offered free of charge through Metropolitan Community College of Omaha, Nebraska.
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